
U ncou ntab le  nou ns 

Common mKount�� b le n o u n s  

One of  the problems with uncountable nouns is  that many of  them are countable in 
other languages. 

COI\U\Wt\ MiS•h::d�e,S 
I need i nformation. (NOT I need an in formation.) (no i ndefin ite artirle) 

I need sori1e i n formation. (NOT I need 
· 

.) (no pl,u ra l form) 
Tl1e h omew ork was d iffieu l l. (NOT The homework wer-e difficu lt.) (use with CJ s ingular verb) 

• You can put all that rubbish in the bin over there. [things that you 
throw away because you do not want them] 

• Is there any more news about the man who was injured? 

• She gave me some good advice about buying a car. [what you think 
someone should do] 

• Do the children get pocket money? [money that parents give 
regularly to their children] 

• You need a lot of equipment for camping, e.g. tent, sleeping 
bag, torch, things for cooking, etc. [the things that are used for a 
particular activity] 

• We sold the furniture. [tables, chairs, armchairs, etc.] 

• The scenery is really beautiful. [the natural beauty you see 
around you] 

• My knowledge of Russian is limited. [what I know about it] 

• She's worked very hard and I believe she is making progress. 
[improving I getting better] 

• Can you take the dog? We haven't got any room in our car. 
[empty space] 

• Would anyone like some more toast? 

bin 

• The children's behaviour was terrible: they were climbing all 
over the furniture and making a lot of noise. [the way you do 
and say things] 

Uncm.mt::�b!e no u r1:; i n  d icti ona rie s 

to7� 
� 

Dictionaries show countable nouns with a (C) and uncountable nouns with a (U). Some 
nouns can be countable with one meaning, and uncountable with another. 

experience (U) [the knowledge you get from doing a particular job or activity] 
She's got a lot of experience of working with children. 
experience (C) [something that happens to you that affects the way you feel] 
I had so many fantastic experiences on my trip to Thailand and Japan. 

chance (U) [luck] 
Lotto is a game of chance. 
chance (C) [the opportunity to do something] 
He's had several chances to go abroad, but he's just not interested. 

Making  u ncou ntable nouns countabie 
You can make some uncountable nouns singular. Sometimes we do this with a word like 
piece (for advice, equipment, toast, furniture, news), but in spoken English we often use a 
bit (infml) with most uncountable nouns. 
a good piece of advice an interesting bit of news 
another piece of toast just a bit of rubbish 
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Exercises 

36.1  Correct the mistakes. 

1 I need some mte:fffllltieos. ..\nfur.!!'.�t) .................... .. 

2 Our teacher has a news about the trip. .. ............................................. . 

3 She gave me some good advices. .. ............................................ .. 

4 Her progress are very good. .. ............................................ .. 

5 We had a lot of homeworks yesterday. .. ............................................ .. 

6 The furnitures were very old. .. ............................................. . 

7 I have no experiences of using these equipments. . ............................................................ .. 

8 I need to improve my knowledges of this new technology. .. ............................................. . 

8 6. 2 Make the uncountable nouns countable. 

1 I did some homework. 
2 It's useful equipment. 
3 It was good advice. 
4 Do you want some more toast? 
5 She's making progress. 
6 There's some rubbish on the floor. 
7 I gave them some pocket money. 
8 I heard some news this morning. 

86.3 Complete the dialogues. 

1 A: Have you been given all the details? 
B: No, I need more .. Y:\fQr.m.tMi,<m .............. . 

2 A: She hasn't worked there long enough. 

I did .. � .. P.i.t .. Q:f: . .  hP.J:(I.�d;::., ................................................................. .. 

It's .................................................................................................................. .. 

It was ........................................................................................................... . 
Do you want ......................................................................................... .. 

She's making ........................................................................................... . 

There's ......................................................................................................... . 

I gave them ............................................................................................. .. 

I heard ........................................................................................................ .. 

B: No, she needs more ........................................ . 

3 A: Is your flat big enough? 
B: No, we need more ........................................ . 

4 A: Does she know what to do when she leaves school? 
B: No, she needs some ........................................ . 

5 A: Don't you think the room looks empty? 
B: Yes, we need more ........................................ . 

6 A: Is his English getting better? 
B: No, he isn't making any ........................................ . 

8 6.4 Complete the sentences. The first letter has been given to help you. 

1 I asked my teacher for some a4.Y.if& ............................ about grammar books. 
2 I've had some great e. ....................................... when I've travelled on my own. 
3 If we give him another c. ....................................... , I'm sure he'll be able to do it. 
4 That stuff over there is r ........................................ ; just throw it in the bin. 
5 We camped on the hill above the lake because the s ........................................ is so beautiful. 
6 I don't know what's wrong with Celia, but her b. ....................................... was very strange this 

morning. 
7 Do you have any e. ....................................... of working with computers? 
8 I don't have any k . . ..................................... of this subject; you'd better ask Fariah. 

8 6.5 Use a dictionary to find out if these nouns are countable or uncountable. Keep a record 
of them in your notebook. 

transport luggage suitcase pasta traffic accident 
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Verb construct ions  1 

Vub + -ing form 
A number of verbs are commonly followed by an -ing form. 

�t �11 .  

YI!S, 'MM.y ti'MeS". I 'd l ik.e. to l ive 
�broM . 

CoMI\4.0"- ru.iS·b::tke.S 

YI!S l I WOIAid l �1\d I WOIAid 

S"IA111!.S't 1oi Nl  i" sl'ri Nl or 
�IAtiA'MI\. 

I enjoy going there. (NOT I enjoy � there.) They suggested l eav i ng early. (NOT They suggested te­
� eat·ly.) He recom mended stayi ng tl1ere. (NOT He recommen ded re-stay therd 

Verb + to infinitive 
I hope to see them next week. [want to see them and believe I will see them] 
They agreed to help me. [said they will help] 
I intend to leave next month. [plan] 

I offered to help them. [said I was happy to help] 
I attempted to cook the dinner, but it was terrible. [tried] 
I promised to bring her book back. [said I would definitely bring it back] 
The shop assistant was very rude, so I demanded to see the manager. [said in a firm way] 

Verb + (object) + p reposition  + noun/-ing 
A: Jo has just rung and asked me for advice about Turkey. They're thinking o£1 going 

there. 

B: Well, be careful. They went to India last year on your advice and then blamed2 you 
for the terrible holiday they had. 

A: That was their fault . They insisted on3 going in the summer when it was far too hot. 

1 thinking about going to Turkey (often used in the continuous and followed by a nounl-ing form 
(NOT I'm thinking te-ge there.)) 

2 said you were responsible for something bad, in this case the terrible holiday 
3 said they must go (in the summer) 
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Exercises 

87 . 1 Choose the correct word(s) to complete the sentences. 

1 I hope seeing /�them. 
2 They agreed helping I to help me. 
3 We enjoy staying I to stay by the sea. 
4 I suggested going I to go on the train. 
5 She insisted in I on paying for our meal. 
6 We must attempt getting I to get there on time. 
7 Have you considered working I to work in a bank? 
8 I demanded speaking I to speak to the doctor in charge. 
9 I asked him help I him for help. 

1 0  They blamed me for I of it. 
1 1  I don't mind waiting I to wait for you. 
1 2  I try to avoid travelling I to travel in the rush hour. 

8 7 ,2 Complete the sentences with the most suitable verb. 

8 7 ,, 
• •  "l.l 

8 7.4 

1 Have you . .  �k.� ......................... the waiter for the bill? 
2 My sister is ........................................ of spending the summer in France if she can afford it. 
3 · rve had a computer for about 20 years; I can't ........................................ being without one. 
4 We always try to ........................................ driving into town in the rush hour. 
5 The accident wasn't my fault but they ........................................ me for it. 
6 We're ........................................ to see my parents later this week. We had ........................................ to go 

last week, but Marsha was ill and we couldn't go. 
7 I ........................................ meeting your friends; they were really nice. 
8 Have you ever ........................................ moving out of a town and going to live in the country? 
9 I offered to drive, but Harry ........................................ on taking his car because he said he 

........................................ being a passenger. 
10  Aleisha's parents weren't happy with the school, and they ........................................ to see the 

head teacher. 

When you learn new verbs, you may 
need to know the constructions that 
are used with them. A good dictionary 
will give you this information, usually 
with examples. Using a good English 
dictionary, find the constructions that 
commonly follow these verbs. 

0 FORMAL Might I suggest a white wine with your 
salmon, sir? 0 [+ (that)] I suggest (that) we wait 
a while bifore we make any firm decisions. 0 Liz 
suggested (that) I try the shop on Mill Road 0 
[+ -ing VERB] I suggested putting the matter to the 
committee. 

fancy + ........................................ pretend + ........................................ or ....................................... . 

decide + ........................................ or ........................................ accuse + ....................................... . 

l l ike .......................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I dislike .................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I don't m i nd .......................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I 'm thinking .......................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I can't imagine .................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I hope ....................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 

I i ntend ................................................................................................................................................................................................... . 
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Verb construct ions 2 

f"•, g reat opportunity 
''I'm 24 years old, and I work in a photography studio. It's not 
a very exciting job but I love photography and the pay isn't bad. 
But, two months ago, I was given the chance to go to Italy and 
work on a film by a famous director. My best friend thought 
that it was a fantastic opportunity and advised1 me to go. Dad 
wasn't so sure. He didn't try and persuade2 me not to go, but 
he warned3 me that it would be hard work, and reminded4 

me that it was only three months, then I'd be out of a job. I 
realised5 that my girlfriend wasn't happy about it either, but I 
promised6 her that I would phone every day, and suggested7 that 
she could come out to Italy for a holiday while I was there. I 
didn't mention8 that I was part of a small team with three other 
women. Anyway, I'm going." 

1 say what you think someone should do 
2 make someone agree to do something by talking a lot 
3 tell someone that something bad may happen, to stop it happening 
4 tell someone something so that they don't forget it 
5 understand something (that) you didn't understand before 
6 say (that) you will certainly do something 
7 tell someone about a possible idea or plan 
8 say something, often briefly or quickly 

UU\.LJU(.t'le, ke.lp 

advise + obj + inf 
persuade + obj + in£ 
warn + obj + (that) . .  . 
remind + obj + (that) . .  . 
realise + (that) . . .  
promise + (obj) + (that) . . .  
suggest + (that) . .  . 

mention + (that) . .  . 

Sorne verbs can be fol lowed by differen t constructions. We can a lso say, For example: 
I suggested going there; suggest + - ing 
She warned me no ! to go. warn + obj -t· i n f  
H r  reminded rnc to post tile letter. rem i nd + obj + i n f  

Other verbs 
Here are some more verbs which are used with the same constructions. 

Verb + (that) . . .  : say, hope, notice, recommend and expect. 
I said that I was busy. (NOT I said hiHl: that I was busy. ) 
I hope (that) you'll come and see us soon. 
When I left, I noticed that the door was open. [could see] 
I recommended that we all go together, so no one gets lost. 
I expect (that) he'll ring us later. [think or believe that something will happen] 

Verb + object + (that) . . .  : tell, show and convince. 
I told them (that) they could leave early. 
He tried to convince me that I needed some new clothes. [make me believe] 

Verb + object + to infinitive: ask, tell, want, allow, expect, remind, help and encourage. 
Tracey asked me to look after her cat. 
They told us to wait outside. 
They want us to stay at school. 
I expected them to be here by now. 
I had to remind hin1 to buy the food. [tell somebody so that they do not forget] 
She helped me to write the report. (You can also say: She helped me write the report.) 
.My parents encouraged me to read. [gave me support and confidence to make it possible] 
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Exercises 

8 8 . 1  Correct the mistakes. 

She encouraged me going. ..Sk!.!:< .. W.�.tQ.gg4 ... m.!:< .. tP. ... gQ .•.................................................. 

2 He told it's impossible. . ........ ..................................................................................................... . 

3 I asked that Talia stay with me. .. ........................................................................................................... .. 

4 She suggested us to go to an Italian restaurant. .. ......................................... . ....................................................... . 

5 I warned them not going. .. ....... ..................................................................................................... . 

6 He helped me buying my suit. .. ........................................................................................................... .. 

7 She allowed us go. .. ........................................................................................................... . .  

8 He said me the film was terrible. .. ............................................................................................................ . 
9 She advised me buy a dictionary. .. ........................................................................................................... .. 

10 I recommended to stay there. .. ........................................................................................................... .. 

1 1  He reminded me go to the bank. .. .............................. .............................................................................. . 

1 2  I want that he leaves. .. ........................................................................................................... .. 

8 8. 2 Complete the sentences with a verb from the box in the correct form. 

realise 
help 

warn 
persuade 

expect remind convmce encourage 
mention recommend notice hope 

1 She couldn't breathe easily, so I .. !':�� .................... that something was wrong. 
2 When we went in, I ........................................ that people were looking at us. 
3 Martin knew the area was dangerous but he didn't ........................................ me not to go there. 
4 I didn't want the job but my mother ........................................ me to take it. It was a mistake. 
5 I wasn't sure about the plan, but my boss ........................................ me that it would work. 
6 My uncle ........................................ that we try the new Chinese restaurant. 
7 When I spoke to Jodie, I ........................................ that we were busy tonight. 
8 Our teacher has always ........................................ us to practise our English outside of class. 
9 Fortunately Aidan ........................................ me that it was Marsha's birthday; I'd forgotten. 

1 0  I said I would ........................................ Ian to put up the shelves. 
1 1  They said they'd come, so I ........................................ that they'll be here soon. 
1 2  I ........................................ that I pass my exams. 

8 8 .3 Complete the sentences in a suitable way. 

88.4 

He was given some money and I recommended .. tk!!M; ... he: .. .PMi:: .. i& .. i¥.! ... �� .. !?m., ..................................... . 

2 Some of them were getting hungry so I suggested ................................................................................................. . 

3 She said there were strange noises outside her flat, so I advised ................................................................ . 

4 When I saw her face, I noticed ............................................................................................................................................. .. 

5 When I was young, my parents sometimes allowed ............................................................................................ .. 

6 As soon as I put on the coat, I realised ......................................................................................................................... .. 

7 It was only a few minutes to the beach, but I still couldn't persuade .................................................... . 

8 Her train was delayed, so I expect ..................................................................................................................................... . 

9 The water can make you ill and I warned .................................................................................................................. . .  

10 I borrowed his laptop yesterday but promised him that .................................................................................. . .  

OVe.r ..f-o ':fO/J 
Look at the verbs on the op posite page agai n a n d  translate them i nto your own language. Do you 
use the tra nslated verbs w ith the sa me construCti o n s? I f  not, these a re lhe verbs th<Jt m ay cause 
you the most problem� when yo u a re spea k i ng Engl ish. 
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Adjectives 

- . a. -· ( ,. � . !o Q -1- · d " . 
_xtru ne " ' J ec t ,v�� 

There are many 'extreme' adjectives we use to say that something is very good, or very 
small, or very surprising, etc. 

We were lucky - the weather was marvellous. [very good; syns terrific, wonderful, amazing] 
Don't go and see that film - it's awful. [very bad; syn dreadful] 

I was delighted she passed her exam. [very pleased] 
It's a nice modem flat, but it's absolutely tiny . [very small] 

I wasn't very hungry, but they gave us a huge meal. [very big; syn enormous] 
You should watch that programme; you'll find it absolutely fascinating. [very interesting] 
Everyone was really exhausted by the end of the day. [very tired] 
Bungee jumping is the most terrifying thing I've ever done. [very frightening] 
Computers are an essential part of modern life. [very important and necessary] 
The food was delicious . [very good; but usually only for food] 

l.t'l�uet�e. ke.lp 
The food was absolutely marvel lous. (N01 The food was . ·.) We can use absolutely or 
really beforr cxtrenw adjectives, e.g. absolutely awful, really terrific, but we can 't  use very. 
We use very or really wi th gradab le adjectives wh ich do not have an extreme rnean i n g , e.g. very big, 
.vrry good, very n ice, very 1 ircd, really good, really tired, etc. (NOT atsel · ) 

Adj{:ct!ves ending in - ing a nd -ed 
A large group of adjectives c an have an -ing or -ed ending.  The -ing ending describes a 
person, thing or situation; the -ed ending describes the effect on someone of this person, 
thi ng or situation. 

I don't know if other people were bored, but I thought it was a very boring lesson. 
The weather is so depressing at the moment; it's making everyone feel depressed. 

COIWV.Orl 1\liS..f-t.tke.S 
I w as bored by that fi lm. (NOT I was Wffit9 by that fi lm.) 
We' re very interested in the new desig ns. (NOT We're very ffi. ��'!& in the new designs.) 

These adjectives can all end in -ing or -ed, depending on the meaning. 

It was really tiring going up that hill. [making you feel tired] 
I was amazed she could climb that wall . [very surprised] 
My exam results were very disappointing. [not as good as I expected] 
She was annoyed that I forgot to tell her. [angry] 
I kept calling her Emma, so I was embarrassed when Ben told me her name was Angela. 
[feeling a bit stupid because of something you have said or done] 

The map he gave us was very confusing. [difficult to understand] 
We were shocked by the violence in the film. [very surprised in an unpleasant way] 
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Exercises 

8 9. 1 Put the words into the correct column. 

hatl dreadful 
terrified tired 

important 
essential 

small exhausted 
frightened tiny 

gradable adjectives J extreme adjectives 

8 9 .2 Change the adjectives where possible to give the email a more positive and/or more extreme 
effect. Include absolutely or really two or three times. 

Dear Sandy 

Arrived on Sunday evening after-a very tiJ ing journey. We're very pleased with the hotel : 

our room is very big, and the food is very nice. We've been lucky with the weather as wel l .  

The first d a y  was wet but the last th ree days have been very nice. 

Tomorrow we're going to walk the coastal path to Dartmouth Castle. It's quite a d ifficult 

route and people tell us it's very important to take a map, but it sounds very i nteresting, so 

I'm looking forward to it. 

I'l l  write again i n  a couple of days and tel l you all about it. 

love 

Ben ita 

89 . 3 Complete the dialogues so that B agrees with A, using a suitable adjective from the 
opposite page. 

1 A: I was very interested in her talk. 
B: Yes, it was .:ftMi.�g .............. . 

2 A: Were you very frightened? 
B: Yes, it was absolutely ........................................ . 

4 A: Did you have a nice holiday? 
B: Yes, absolutely ........................................ . 

5 A: I expect you were yery pleased with 
your score. 

r-") 

3 A: It was surprising to see the children 
behave so badly. 

B: Yes, I was absolutely ........................................ . 

B: I know. We were ........................................ . 
6 A: I expect you were a bit IDgry when they 

arrived an hour late? 
B: Yes, I was very ........................................ . 

8 9 . 4 Write an adjective to describe how the people felt in these situations. 

1 They walked ten miles, then spent the afternoon cutting down trees. ..��.I:!®.�M ............. .. 
2 From the description in the travel brochure, they expected a beautiful big villa by the sea. In 

actual fact it was quite small, not very nice, and miles from the beach. .. ......... . ........... ..... . .......... . 

3 I arrived in jeans, but everyone else was wearing very formal clothes. .. .... ................................ .. 
4 One person told them the street was on the left, another told them to turn right, and a third 

person said they had to go back to the station. .. .................................... .. 

5 My brother has a flat and it's usually in a terrible mess - he's very untidy. But yesterday when 
I visited him, the place was incredibly tidy. In fact, everything looked new. . ..................................... .. 

6 I got my results yesterday and I passed every exam with a grade A. .. .................................... .  . 
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Preposit ions :  p l ace a nd movement 

A t.  an and in 
At a point or place, e.g. I met her at the 
bus stop. He's at work at the moment. 
On a surface, e.g. The book's on the desk. 
They sat on the floor. I put the picture 
on the wall. 
In an area, space, or inside something, 
e.g. He's in the kitchen. She lives in 
Warsaw/Poland. The knife's in the 
top drawer. 

Where exactly? 

I know they live in Danvers Street, and I 
think they're at number twenty-three. 

Their house is beyond the farm [on the other 
side of the farm], by [near] the old church. 

They've just bought a house right 
[exactly] beside/by [next to] the river. 

Their office is above 
the shop (opp below). 

Mov ·' rnenl. 

We came over the bridge (opp under), then 
through the tunnel and round the lake. 

Coi\U\Wr\ 1\liS.f-t:tUS 
I met them at tile ai rport (NOT I met them efl the 
ai rport.) 
There's a computer on my desk. (NOT There's a 
computer ffi my desk.) 
The conference is being  he ld i n Del h i . (NOT The 
conference is being held at Delh i. ) 

I'm sure there's a chemist on the left 
before the bank. [first there is a chemist, 
and then a bank; opp after] 

I saw your bike in the back garden 
against the wall. [touching the wall] 

Your photographs are in the spare 
room beneath/underneath a pile 
of newspapers. [under] 

You can just see the top of the 
building among the trees. 
[somewhere in the middle of the trees] 

The mouse ran out of the back door 
(opp into), towards the gate, then 
disappeared down a hole. 

The woman came after us [followed in order 
to catch us] , but we managed to climb into 
the back of my dad's van. Fortunately she 
went past the van and didn't see us. 
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Exercises 

9 0. 1 Complete the sentences. 

I put the milk .. \¥.\ .................. the fridge. 8 I sat ........................ the bed and wrote the 
2 They live ........................ the next road. letter. 
3 They live ........................ 34 Lawrence Street. 9 I left my books ........................ school. 
4 Your clothes are ........................ the floor. 1 0 There was snow ........................ the ground 
5 I met her ........................ a party. when I arrived. 
6 She works ........................ Moscow. 1 1  The key is ........................ my jacket pocket. 
7 The dictionary is ........................ my desk. 1 2  Mausha's ........................ work this morning. 

9 0. 2 Put the prepositions in the box under the correct picture. 

beside towards out of tiewft among into up underneath 

1 .. Mk\1.\'L................................ 3 ............................................... 5 ............................................... 7 ............................................. . 

· · · ·• D 
2 ................................. .............. 4 ............... ... ................. .. . . . ....... 6 ··············································· 8 ······························· · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · ·  

9 0. 3 Complete the dialogues so that B says the opposite to A. 

1 A: Did you go up the hill? 

90.4 

B: No, .. MW.n ... the.-.. hiu. •..................................... 

2 A: Did you climb over the fence? 
B: No, we went ...................................................................... . 

3 A: Did you see her get into the car? 
B: No, but I saw her ................... ........................... ........................ . 

4 A: Did you say we had to turn left before the bridge? 
B: No, turn left ............................................... ....................... . 

5 A: Does she live in the flat above you? 
B: No, she's in the flat ...................................................................... . 

6 A: Did you say the bed was in the middle of the room? 
B: No, it's ........................................ the wall. 

OVe.r 1-o 1:fou 
Answer the questions, and give reasons for your a nswers. I f  possi ble, compare you r· <Jnswers w ith 
someone else. 

Is i l a good idea to l ive right beside a hospit<JI? 
2 Wo u ld you l i ke to l ive a bove a restaura nt? 
3 Are you happy to drive on i cy roads? 
4 Do you l ikr putti ng lots of things on your bedroom wal l? 
5 In a plane or tra in,  do yo� l i ke sitting by the wi n dow? 
6 Would  you l ike to l ive among lots of rich and famous peop le? 
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Adverbs 

' ' 
always 

' ' 
often 
frequently 

' ' 
quite often 

She hardly ever plays tennis now. 
I occasionally go to the theatre. 
We see them quite frequently. 

LIA�q�qe. ke.tp 

' ' 
sometimes occasionally 

I am often late. 

' ' 
hardly ever 
rarely 
seldom (fml) 

He rarely works at weekends. 
I have never been to America. 

never 

Remember that frequency adverbs usually go before lite main verb, with the exception of the verb 
be. Notice the positi on of the adverb when the present perfect is used. 

Adverbs of deg ree :  how m uch 
I was a bit tired. (infml) The flat was a little (bit) small. She was slightly nervous. 

LIA�q�e. ke.tp 
A bit. a little and sl ightly have the sa me mean i n g  and  a re rriostly used before adjectives that  
express negati ve i deas, e.g. We were a bit bored. I was sliglltly upset. (NOT I was 

· y.) 
A bit and a little can not be used with adjectives before a noun. 
it was a slightly small flat. (NOT lt was a-bi .) 

The next four adverbs all mean 'more than a bit but less than very'. 
The hotel was quite busy. We had quite a nice room. (NOT a ql:Hte nice room) 
The food was fairly boring. It was a fairly wet day. 
I was rather annoyed I missed the film. It was a rather good party. OR rather a good party. 
The weather was pretty good. (infml) We had a pretty difficult journey. 

The restaurant was completely/totally empty. I totally/completely agree with you. 

We had an extremely interesting trip. [very interesting] 
It's an incredibly good book. 

Adverbs of m a n  r er 

These adverbs describe the way in which someone does something, or the way that 
something happens. 

Nina had secretl� put all of the 

letters into her bag. 

I went in and shut the door 
quietly. The curtains were closed 
and the room was dark, but I 
suddenly realised I wasn't alone. 

1 in a way that others couldn't know about 

2 quickly 

Petra was in pain, and I could see 

she needed help urgently-3. 

I spoke to Charles briefty4 this 
�orning. I asked him very politely 
if he could work an extra hour 
this evening, but he reacted quite 
angrily and walked off. 

3 very quickly because of something important 
4 for a short time 
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Exercises 

9 'I .1 Form sentences from the words. 

1 get occasionally I early up ..!...�W.Y.l� .. g� ... �P. .. �4i.· ............. . 
2 me ever phones she hardly 
3 have leg my broken never I 
4 frequently them I at VISit weekends 
5 brother often me Sunday calls quite on my 
6 summer saw I him rarely the during 
7 office always m she the lS eight before 

91.2 Replace the underlined adverb with a different adverb that has a similar meaning. 

1 The film was ,prmy good. ..r.�gr.························· 
2 She hardly ever goes to conferences now. . ...................................... . 
3 The shops were quite busy. .. ..................................... . 
4 They are two sisters, but they look totally different. . ...................................... . 
5 I thought the film was a bit disappointing, didn't you? ....................................... . 
6 I'm afraid I'm extremely busy next week. .. .................................... .. 
7 We often ask them to turn their music down. . ...................................... . 

91 . 3 Put the two ideas into one sentence by using a suitable adverb. 

1 I walked up the path. I didn't make a noise. ..l. .. ��l%t. .. �P. ... tb� .. ,P.� ... �Mi&tlij ............................................ . 
2 I must speak to her. It's important. . .................................................................................................................................... .. 
3 I asked him to move his car. I did it in a nice and correct way. .. .................................................................. .. 
4 I spoke to her. I made sure the others didn't know. .. ............................................................................................... . 
5 He ran out of the room. It was very quick and unexpected. .. ........................................................................ .. 
6 I spoke to her this morning. It was only for a few minutes. .. ..................................................................... .. 

91.4 Change the underlined adverbs in 1-4 to make them more positive. Change the underlined 
adverbs in 5-7 to make them less negative. 

91.5 

1 The play was qyite interesting. .)�� ........................... .. 
2 I thought they were very good. .. .................................... .. 
3 He's been getting � good marks in his exams. .. .................................... .. 
4 It's a � nice house. .. .................................... .. 
5 John said the flat was � small. .. .................................... .. 
6 They said it was fairly boring. .. ..................................... . 
7 His clothes were very dirty. .. .................................... .. 

I clean my teeth after breakfast. 

I buy clothes I don't like. .. ................................................................................................................................................. .. 
3 I lose things. .. ............................................................................................................................................................................ . 
4 I forget things. . ....................................................................................................................................................................... .. 
5 I remember my dreams. .. .................................................................................................................................................... .. 
6 I speak to strangers on buses and trains. .. ................................................................................................................. . . 
7 I give money to people in the street if they ask me. .. ......................................................................................... .. 

Now think about each of your answers to the sentences above. Do you think they are: 

a) fairly typical? b) slightly unusual? c) quite unusual? 

If possible, compare your answers with someone else. 
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